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It was left to these men, exiled, condemned to death, vilified by
Vichy and Berlin alike as paid agents of England (the Fiihrer has
just repeated the charge), to prevent the great political and moral
tragedy of the complete abdication of France before the odious
Germanic incarnation of all that the best French tradition protested
against. They were the true heirs of that great founder of French
Algeria, the due d'Aumale, who reminded another despairing
marshal, Bazaine, that "ily avait la France" They were the heirs
of MacMahon, another "grand Africain" who, from his prison
camp, behaved like General Giraud and rejoiced in every effort of
Gambetta to undo what the grands chefs had done. MacMahon
perhaps went too far when he refused to shake hands with Man-
teuffel, the sympathetic and gentlemanly commander of the Army
of Occupation. There was no precedent for Montoire in the career
of that honest if not very intelligent soldier whose career is, in so
many other ways, so like Petain's. Petain was glad to shake the hand
that Hitler deigned to give him; most, though not all, of his satellites
have been glad to carry out the most odious hints of their German
masters. Are we to forget all this and politely drop the men who
saved the honour of France when it was besmirched by the Auver-
gnat Laval? They made their choice; that of the old Regiment
d'Auvergne whose motto was "Auvergne sans tdche"
These considerations are probably present in all our minds, and
it may seem an impertinence to express doubts about our loyalty
to the men of 1940. But we are not alone in our French policy. We
have American associates who may be well disposed to take the lead,
The State Department, so recently badly under fire, is now on top
of the world. Its French policy, it asserts, has been fully justified.
That belief is open to serious question, but that is another story.
What is relevant is the fact that, for good or indifferent reasons,
the United States has been a moral supporter of the Petain regime,
from the time when Mr. Bullitt delivered the first effective apologia
for the policy of the men of Bordeaux, and M. R6ne de Chambrun,
with whatever prestige belongs to a descendant of Lafayette, began
to sell his father-in-law, Laval, as a modern Washington-cum-
Cincinnatus. During the most critical period of the war the United
States was neutral, and the majority of the American people was for
"all aid short of war." Naturally, things look very different in
Dutchess County, New York or Illinois from what they do in